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1. What is the study's research questions/hypotheses/study aim?
The article seeks to evaluate whether domestic violence courts are effective in solving cases of domestic violence and whether coordination with other agencies can aid in improving the effectiveness of these courts in solving domestic violence issues. There was also a hypothesis that domestic violence is a special type of crime and hence, the process of solving such crimes should be differentiated and separated from the traditional court processes. The study also aimed at answering whether the increase in arrests for cases of domestic violence reduces recidivism.
2. What is the study's theoretical foundation? Or, is the study testing a theoretical perspective?
The study is based on the theoretical foundation which asserts that domestic violence courts should improve their modes of operations to be effective in solving cases that they were formulated to solve. There is an assertion that domestic violence and issues of concern to battering are very critical and hence, these require attention from special courts and a critical coordination among different agencies. The study is also based on the theoretical foundation which hints that very little is known about domestic violence courts and their processes and hence, a study of such courts can be used in proving whether they are effective or not and later make the most reliable and valid recommendations.

3. Describe the study's methodology. Is it a qualitative or quantitative study? Did the methods involve a sample? If so, describe the sample. Describe the procedure for the data collection. Where did the study take place?
The study was carried out in a misdemeanour criminal domestic violence court which is based in Lexington, South Carolina. Primarily, the study relied on quantitative study and two modes of quantitative analysis namely; time series intervention and recidivism analysis were used. The study also involved a sample whereby the recidivism rates of 189 suspects who were arrested for domestic violence before the implementation of the domestic violence court was compared with the recidivism rates of 197 defendants who were arrested after the implementation of the criminal domestic violence court in Lexington. The study relied on data from cases processed from CDVC and was compared with case samples which had been processed in the initial setting of the magistrate court.
4. What were the results? What is the answer to what you posed in question 1?
Result1: It was found out that coordination between different agencies such as the local law enforcement, mental health and courts is very critical and effective in reducing or eradicating cases of domestic violence in rural localities.
Result2: An increase in arrests of suspects of domestic violence led to a reduction in the rates of recidivism and the effectiveness of the domestic violence court heavily relied on a centralized structure and coordination with other agencies.
5. How do the research findings from this study have the potential to advance theory, policy, or criminal justice practice?
Apparently, the findings presented in the study have potential to advance theory, policy as well as criminal justice practices in that they will be used in solving cases of domestic violence. As hinted from the findings, criminal violence cases require special attention just like cases of drug abuse, and hence, criminal justice professionals will rely on the findings in the adoption of the most reliable, effective and efficient mode of eradicating such cases. The results will also be used as the basis for implementing more domestic violence courts and also for emphasizing on the coordination among different agencies in solving the menace of domestic violence and subsequently reducing recidivism.
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